Physician use among the old-old. Factors affecting variability.
A random sample of 189 noninstitutionalized adults aged 75 and older was used to examine the influence of personal and social characteristics of the old-old on physician use. A path analysis traced direct and indirect effects of predisposing, enabling, and need variables within Andersen's health-behavior model. Income and perceived severity of symptoms were the only two variables with direct causal effects, whereas education, gender, race, living arrangements, and number of symptoms influenced physician use indirectly. Implications of the heterogeneity of the old-old for future research in health behavior are discussed.